DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

culminating victory of the Bismarckian party, which
years ago had set William against his parents. The
Empress Augusta, she wrote, had worked hard for
that, and now was the hour of her triumph.1

The Prince of Wales had been at the funeral of
the Emperor Frederick, and he brought back to the
Queen a piteous account of his sister, nervous and
distracted, seeing ingratitude and insult everywhere,
and of a conversation he had held with William, who
struck him as very reasonable and anxious to do what
was right.

Years before the Empress had said to her son, " If

your father should die before I do, I shall leave at

once.   I will not stay in a country where I have had

nothing but hatred, not one spark of affection."   But

even if she had seriously intended to do that, it was

impossible, for there were three unmarried daughters

who must be brought up under her care in Germany.

It was naturally her immediate concern to know

what home of her own William would offer her.

The Prince of Wales said that he was proposing

to assign her the Villa Liegnitz in Berlin, and this

gave the Queen a good opportunity to write William

a letter of grandmotherly counsel in this and other

matters.

The Villa Liegnitz, she wrote, was far too small for
his mother, who was Dowager Empress of Germany
and who in England was, as her eldest daughter, the
second Princess in the land. Could he not let her
remain for the present at Friedrichskron ?
A more important point followed arising from the

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick,  pp. 322, 326, 329.
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